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Safeguarding Policy of the 

Friends of Chislehurst Recreation Ground [FOCRG]
Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults

1. Policy Statement

Everyone has a responsibility for helping to keep children and vulnerable adults safe. This is true for the Friends of Chislehurst & Walden Recreation Grounds (‘FOCRG’) as well as every other organisation. We will follow legislation and advice from various agencies to ensure that policies and procedures, based on best practice, are put in place to help us meet this responsibility. 

1.1 Introduction – The Role of the FOCRG
The FOCRG is not a specialist organisation for working with children or vulnerable people, or offering direct support or care to individuals.  The type of work the Friends do does not lend itself to children being left in our care alone; they are generally accompanied by a parent or guardian at our activities.  
However, we do provide activities in which everybody in the community is welcome to participate and this will include children and vulnerable adults.  It is recognised that some children or vulnerable adults may attend open events unaccompanied and it may not be possible for us to verify whether they are, or are not, accompanied.
The FOCRG is responsible for 
· adopting and following the guidelines and procedures in this document;
· responding actively and promptly to allegations of abuse that are brought to our attention in accordance with these procedures. 
It is not our role to deal with situations of abuse, investigate, or decide if abuse has occurred.
1.2 Agencies 

Social Services and the Police are the two main agencies that deal with safeguarding. Bromley Local Authority (LBB) is responsible for co-ordinating cases that are reported to them and the Police are responsible for investigating criminal offences. 
LBB’s Social Services can be contacted as follows:-

LBB Referral and Assessment Team (East), Children's Social Care, The Walnuts, Orpington, Kent BR6 OUN 
Telephone: 020 8461 7379 / 7404 
Fax: 01689 897475

Council’s ‘Out of hours’ emergency contact:  Telephone: 020 8464 4848

1.3 Definitions - Children and Vulnerable People

A Child is anyone under the age of 18.

A Vulnerable Adult is a Person who is 18 years of age or over and unable to care independently for themselves. This may be because they have a physical disability, experiencing mental health issues including dementia, have learning disabilities or due to illness, injury or have become severely frail, though old age. All which could be either a permanent of temporary state.

2. Guidelines to be followed
· Committee members are to be encouraged to be DBS checked, and this can be through any organisation.
· The Secretary will keep a log of all committee members who have received DBS Disclosures.
· DBS checks should be no more than 3 years old to be considered valid for our purposes.
· The Committee will check that activities which include children or vulnerable adults are suitable for those groups.  Safeguarding will be included in event/activity risk assessments.
· Committee members and volunteers are to avoid being alone with a child or vulnerable adult (VA).  In exceptional circumstances and/or where this is not possible, safe or practical, committee members should make this fact known to another committee member (ideally in advance of such an occurrence), be with the child/VA in an open area and not behind closed doors.
· We will only accept volunteers who are known to us as friends or business colleagues and are people of good standing who do not appear to pose any risk to children or vulnerable adults.  
· We will treat every allegation or suspicion of abuse involving children or vulnerable adults seriously and refer them immediately, following the procedures set out in this policy, even if somebody is not in immediate danger.

3. Abuse

Abuse to children and vulnerable adults can be similarly defined. They can both be at risk because of the actions or behaviours of others, which may be intentional or not. However, vulnerable adults can be at risk because of self neglect or as a result of their own behaviour/lifestyle, or in view of illness such as dementia or being frail due to severe old age, or financial abuse.

Type of Abuse Indicator

Physical -   Slapping, hitting, kicking, shaking, physical restrain and force. Marks in odd places and unexplained injuries. Bite marks/cigarette burns. Accidents, neglect and alcohol/drug misuse. Fear of parents/carers being approached for info. Flinching when approached. Inappropriate clothing (long sleeves, scarves in summer etc).

Sexual -   Sexual exploitation, inappropriate use of language, sexual acts, emotional distress, guilt or shame, withdrawn behaviour, difficulties in walking or sitting with no explanations. Pains, itching in genital area. Sexual drawings. Saying they have secrets they cannot tell.

Emotional (psychological/behavioural) - Constant rejection, denial of affection, severe criticism, discrimination and deliberate humiliation or attention seeking. Traumas - serious accidents/sudden loss. Dramatic changes to behaviour or personality, aggravation, confused state, tearful and depression. Speech disorders. Delay in development, unable to play, self harm and fear of making mistakes.

Neglect - Social isolation, exploitation, antagonism, relationship/marital problems, withdrawn behaviour, prolonged loneliness, depression, unhygienic and constant hunger-often stealing from others. Inappropriately dressed. Unsupervised by their parent, carer or support worker.

Mental Health - Depression, dementia, fears, guilt, paranoia, suicidal tendencies, anger and verbal outbursts.

Financial Abuse (Vulnerable Adults only) - Material/financial exploitation, theft, not allowed access to assets, inadequate money to pay bills and losing control of financial affairs.

3.1 Identifying Suspicions and Allegations of Abuse

· An incident or accident has taken place during an activity or been self disclosed by the victim or by a third party.
· Evidence has been accumulated over a period of time.

4. Procedure for FOCRG Committee members and Volunteers to follow 
4.1 In an Emergency 
If an incident takes place on a FOCRG activity where somebody is in immediate danger, under serious threat of physical harm or are in need of urgent treatment, call Emergency Services (Police/Social services) immediately. The protection and safety of the child or vulnerable person is paramount, their safety must be ensured. 
4.2 Where a child/vulnerable adult is NOT in immediate danger

If you have a suspicion, or are aware of an allegation, please contact our Safeguarding Officer, Julie Covill, who will ensure that any Safeguarding concerns are escalated to Social services a/o the Police as appropriate.    Julie can be reached on 07900 495305 and julie@focrg.org.uk.  If you are unable to reach Julie,  Barbara Arora, Chairperson,  is the Deputy Safeguarding Officer on barbara@focrg.org.uk
If appropriate, they will advise Social Services as soon as possible on the contact details above.   

4.3 At all times
· It is important that parents, carers and support workers are made aware that they must accompany/supervise their child(ren)/vulnerable adult(s) at all times and remain responsible for them throughout the activity. 
· If you consider an activity to be too demanding or unsuitable for a child or vulnerable adult, sensitively explain clearly the reasons for refusing them on this occasion. 

4.4 Committee members and volunteers will NOT
· Press for information, ask leading questions or investigate the situation.  Leave that to the proper authorities.
· Discuss suspicions with anyone other than the appropriate authorities (Police/Social Services).
· Be stereotypical or judgemental about race, gender, sexuality and disability.
· Promise to keep secrets to the child or vulnerable adult. Advise you will offer support, but must pass information on.
· Appear shocked, horrified, disgusted, or angry or ask why they didn’t tell you before.

· Engage in inappropriate behaviour or contact – physical, verbal and sexual; in person, writing, phoning, texting, email or internet.

· Use inappropriate language 
· Get into a situation where you are left alone with a child(ren) or vulnerable adult(s) unless absolutely unavoidable – see also above.
· Force or intimidate a child(ren)/young person(s) to do something they are not comfortable with.

· Do things of a personal nature for children or vulnerable adults that they are able to do for themselves.

· Be afraid of reporting Committee members/volunteers.  If you have concerns about them or suspect them of not following the policy and procedures set in these documents, contact the Chair of the Committee and, if appropriate, Social Services.
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