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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF  

CHISLEHURST & WALDEN RECREATION GROUNDS (FOCRG) 

HELD ON 29th November 2017 

 

Welcome Barbara Arora (BA), Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting and 

thanked Invicta Scouts for allowing FOCRG to hold this meeting in the 

scout hq.  There were 11 people present, other than FOCRG committee 

members. 

Id Verde were represented by Patrick Phillips, Caroll Long, Lee Penny & 

Nigel Russell. 

. 

Chislehurst Lawn Tennis Club was represented by Clive Richardson. 

 

Apologies Apologies were received from Rachelle Harte (committee member), 

Fabio Rossi (FC Elmstead), Malcolm Fox (Invicta Scouts) & Matt Male 

(Committee member Chislehurst Rocks). 

AGM 23 May 

2017 

Minutes approved. 

 

 

Barbara Arora advised that following the change in FOCRG’s financial 

year as a result of it gaining charity status, it was felt sensible to hold the 

AGM shortly after the end of that year.  Consequently in future years 

FOCRG’s AGM will be held in October/November and no longer in the 

Spring. 

FOCRG Aims BA reiterated the aims of the group which remain as valid now as when 

they were created in 2010. 

 

Committee 

membership 

The following committee members stood for re-election and were duly 

re-elected:- 

Barbara Arora – Chair 

Alison Stammers – Secretary & CAP representative 

Julie Covill – Treasurer 
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Rachelle Harte - Events Manager 

Ian Douglas – Consultant engineer and general factotum 

Pia Burbidge – Social Media Manager 

 

There were no other nominations. 

 

BA paid tribute to the work of  

• Matt Male who has created the new Chislehurst Rocks website 

and undertaken some of our social media. 

• Mike Hasler, Music Director of Chislehurst Rocks 

• Dale Malcolm, chair of the Community Advisory Panel (CAP) 

• the Visit Chislehurst publicity team 

• Mattison & Co, our accountants 

• Our volunteers, including Mai & Alan Bunce, who assist with 

assorted tasks. 

 

BA emphasised that the committee was made up of volunteers who give 

freely of their time and are very stretched.  She appealed for volunteers 

to help, whether it be expertise in a given area, advice or support in 

organising or participating in events, or in any other manner.  BA invited 

those present to join any of our meetings and/or to join the committee. 

 

Treasurer’s 

Report 

Julie Covill (JC) confirmed that as of September 2015, FOCRG became 

a registered charity.  Our year end has changed from April to 2 

September. We have filed the appropriate accounts and records with the 

Charities Commission.   

JC presented the financial reports and grant funding to date – see AGM 

slides for details.  We had net income of £2,404 and net assets of 

£20,437, of which £2,626 were restricted funds and the remainder is 

unrestricted.  The accounts were approved. 

This year we were unsuccessful in getting any grant funding for 

Chislehurst Rocks although we have received notification from the Co-

Op Community Fund that they will be giving us £2771 for Chislehurst 

Rocks 2018.  The committee wished to record its thanks to all Co-Op 

members for this wonderful amount.   

We shall be re-applying in the next round. FOCRG members who are 

not already, might like to become a Co-Op member to support FOCRG 

fundraising.   
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We will be seeking to secure grants for Chislehurst Rocks 2018. 

Barbara thanked Julie for her sterling work on this. 

JC reminded those attending that we have a BT MyDonate facility on 

our website to facilitate donations. 

Chair’s Report BA outlined the relationships that continue to flourish with many local 

groups.  She paid tribute in particular, to the relationship the Friends 

have with the Park Management Team of id Verde, with whom we meet 

regularly and who are very responsive to our requests. 

 

We have got increased exposure of our work and achievements on our 

own social media and via Visit Chislehurst social media. 

 

Since our AGM in May 2017, we have  

 

• Run another very successful Chislehurst Rocks event with 

around 7,000 attendees.  We were blessed with excellent 

weather.  The addition of a Community Stage was well received.   

• Achieved Green Flag status – we will be nominated again in 2018 

• Maintained the playground planters and wildflower garden and 

undertaken bulb planting with the 1st Chislehurst Brownies & 

Rainbows. 

• Organised and participated in a bat walk with the Scouts Invicta 

Group 

• Cleaned and oiled the boating bear carving 

• Undertaken litter clearance & graffiti removal.  We are grateful to 

id Verde staff for their diligent litter removal. 

• Maintained our Scoop The Poop campaign 

• Improved the access from Victoria Road – the project was 

managed by id verde and part funded by FOCRG. 

• Secured a Level 4 – Outstanding Award, in the London in Bloom 

It’s Your Community award. 

• Encouraged various biodiversity initiatives 

• Participated in the Red Hill School PTA bear trail in the Rec 

• Participated at The Big Draw on the Common 

• Assisted Rotary by selling items at the fireworks event in the Rec 

 

Young 

Volunteers 

We continue to actively look to develop links with young people.  So far 

this has principally been with 1st Chislehurst Guides, Brownies and 
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Rainbows.   

We are working with Chislehurst 5th Cubs on improving the looped path 

area.  Id Verde has assisted by clearing parts of the area. A deluxe bug 

hotel has already been built by the scouts. 

We are hoping that Coopers’ Young Leadership Team will be helping us 

with again Chislehurst Rocks 2018.They were a great help at 

Chislehurst Rocks 2017. 

We have young volunteers litter picking regularly as part of their Duke of 

Edinburgh Award. 

Chislehurst 

Rocks 2018 

The Team are already actively planning Chislehurst Rocks 2018.The 

eighth Chislehurst Rocks will be on Saturday, 30th June 2018.   

 

We are looking for sponsors to support us financially and for volunteers 

to assist us on the day with a variety of tasks. 

 

Empress Drive 

entrance area 

Caroll Long from id Verde outlined the plans for improving the entrance 

area by the Empress Drive gates.  Work on this has already 

commenced. 

 

Pavilion It is hoped that demolition and re-build works can start early in the New 

Year. Some provisional works have already commenced. 

Once completed there will be a coffee shop and toilets accessible to all 

Rec users at limited times.   

The Friends would like to pay tribute to Fabio Rossi for all his hard work 

in achieving this. 

Questions & 

points from the 

floor 

A suggestion was made about planting all along the fence line from 

Empress Drive towards the pavilion.  It was suggested Red Robin 

(photinia) might be appropriate – CL to investigate 

 

The committee was asked if there could be more bins and benches in 

the Rec.  It was felt that there were an adequate number of bins located 

around the park and that those who are responsible do use them.  It was 

agreed to look at Keep Britain Tidy initiatives to see if there is more that 

can be done to improve usage of the bins.  Most bins are now dual 

purpose with tops to protect from raiding by animals and birds.  To help 

with the extra litter caused at football training and matches, the football 

club might wish to put some temporary bins out. 
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With regard to benches, it was suggested more could be located along 

the Red Hill fence and the playground fence as it looks out onto the 

playing field.  CL to investigate if there is any budget to pay for any.  It is 

understood that a memorial bench is in the region of £800 to buy and 

install to ensure it meets health & safety regulations. 

 

Previously it had been suggested that the path parallel to the tennis club 

might be widened.  CL to investigate if there is funding for this to be 

done. 

 

CL will review the suggestion for extra lighting (eg low level bollards) 

from the Walden Road entrance towards the scout hut.  It is understood 

there will be external lighting when the new pavilion is built. 

 

The committee was asked if it would be possible to cap the costs of the 

fairground rides at Chislehurst Rocks as it is expensive for families. 

 

The Friends were congratulated on all that they do to make the Rec a 

better place for all. 

 

 


